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Christmas at Dismas... 
Christmas news in brief for employees of Dismas Charities 

Corpus Christi staff attend sunrise service 
As they have for the past eight years, staff from the Corpus 
Christi program attended the 17th Annual “National Homeless 
Person’s Memorial Sunrise Service”. The event is designed to 
remember the homeless who died the past year. A rose is 
placed at the center of the gathering to honor each of them 
(below). Staff attending included Director Michael Corona, 
Assistant Director Cleo Campos, and Social Services Coordi-
nator Thu Pham. 

Dismas is healing across the country 
Across the country, every year since 1964, Dismas Charities 
staff have taken time from their busy schedules and money 
from their own pockets to make sure that the residents have 
every opportunity to experience the joy of the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays. They contribute to the homeless, hos-
pitals, schools, those abused, neglected, or depressed, needy 
families and their children, senior citizens, depressed neigh-
borhoods, the hungry, disabled and poor, and organizations, 
including Ronald McDonald House and the Salvation Army. 
They purchase gifts - again, with their own funds - that range 
from bags of “goodies” to bicycles to computer games. They 
also take great care to bedeck their facilities with all the holi-
day spirit they can muster, from the inside out. This special 
Christmas at Dismas issue illustrates the lengths our 800 em-
ployees in 13 states go to in their on-going efforts reach out to  
their fellow man. The stories are poignant and touching and at 
the same time very uplifting, right down to the Ugly Sweater 
competitions. I hope you enjoy it as much as I and that every-
one gets a clearer understanding of what Healing the Human 
Spirit really means. 

Raymond J. Weis 

President/CEO 

Dismas Charities, Inc. 

Savannah Christmas Photo 
From left are Director Katina Wheeler, Resident Monitors 
Charles Crawford and Corey Riddle, Employment Specialist 
Yusef Curry, Counselor Kimberly Daniels, Social Services Co-
ordinator Jamie Hoff, Resident Monitors Renee Williams, Tara 
Sinclair, Martez Arnold, Debra Nobe, Marcus McClain, and 
Melvin Hayden, Cook Shaequan Seabrook, Resident Monitor 
Vaneka Slye, Cook James Thomas II, Resident Monitor Sabrina 
Schinnery, Counselor Ahmad Scott, Resident Monitor Cynthia 
Ducass, and Assistant Director Ashley Thompson. 
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Atlanta donates holiday baskets to Adamsville 
The Atlanta program donated holiday gifts baskets to the Adamsville 
Recreation Center, a facility that provides recreation programs, athlet-
ics, and activities to youth, adults, and senior citizens. In the past the 
Dismas center has sponsored other events at Adamsville including 
backpack drives, gift baskets for seniors, and most recently participat-
ing in their Annual Turkey Giveaway. The baskets included winter 
accessories, hygiene products, and sweet holiday treats. Above from 
left are Administrative Assistant LaSasha Bolton, Counselor Jessica 
Mitchem, Adamsville Operations Assistant Tina Brown, Counselor 
Kelley Fairley, and Assistant Director Ronisha Pratt. 

Carter family donates toys 
In mid-December, the Atlanta facility received a dona-
tion of over 20 toys for the children of its residents’ 
from the Carter family. The donations were a significant 
addition to help make the facility’s annual Resident 
Holiday Celebration a success. The donation included 
games, tricycles, kitchen and tool sets, dolls, a toy guitar 
and piano, and blocks. Family member Dee Carter 
(inset) made the delivery. 

Because of Angel Tree involvement 

Manchester lauded by school officials 
The Manchester staff recently received high praise from two 
school officials for sponsoring needy children from local middle  
and high schools in the annual Angel Tree program. According 
to school Youth Service Center Directors’ Susan Curry and 
Leslie Sizemore, without Dismas’ involvement, many of the 
children who live in extreme poverty would receive little to 
nothing for Christmas. A total of 19 children, selected by Curry 
and Sizemore, benefitted from the kindness of Dismas staff and 
Regional Vice President Faith Good. Items given to the children 
included hats, t-shirts, hoodies, jackets, shoes and toys. 

Atlanta holds Holiday Spirit Week; 
Mott captures Ugly Sweater title 
For a week in December, Atlanta staff partici-
pated in a festive in-house Holiday Spirit Week 
featuring a variety of events designed to encour-
age and promote teamwork, staff engagement 
and motivation. Each day had a different holi-
day theme consisting of Holiday Hat/Antler 
Day, Holiday Blizzard White-Out Day, Ugly 
Holiday Sweater Day and Contest, Holiday Red 
and Green Day, and concluded with a Holiday 
Bruch filled with music and sweets. The Ugly 
Sweater competition was won by Administra-
tive Assistant Shirley Mott (inset and far left, 
above). Others above from left are, second place Adminis-
trative Assistant LaSasha Bolton, and a third place tie be-
tween Resident Monitor Matthew Holliday and Counselor 
Jessica Mitchem. 
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Augusta staff present gifts to senior citizens 
After donating toiletry items, socks, tissue, jewelry and fleece 
blankets, Augusta staff wrapped and delivered the Christmas 
gifts to the senior citizens of The Place nursing home. A total of 
78 seniors enjoyed the mid-December event with staff going 
room-to-room to deliver gifts to those unable to attend the gath-
ering. Above from left, Resident Monitors Pensola Parsons and 
Tracey Sapp, and Intern Catherine Geisel wrap the gifts before 
presentation. 

Dania Beach helps children from two 
elementary schools enjoy Christmas 
In mid-December members of the Broward County 
Sheriff’s Crime Prevention Unit and Dania Beach staff 
partnered for the second consecutive year to make San-
ta’s Christmas list a reality for six children from Collins 
and Dania Beach local elementary schools. The children 
were selected by the Principals from each school. With 
the children from Collins Elementary are (at far left) 
Deputy Tarin Martin, Social Services Coordinator Sa-
mantha Papin (in antlers), Deputy Eboni Rodriguez (in 
rear) and Director Ivonne Cavanaugh (right). 

Macon facility adopts local family 
Dismas staff adopted a local Macon family for Christmas by donat-
ing money, toys, clothing, and food. “We believe helping this family 
allowed us to go above and beyond our mission of Healing the Hu-
man Spirit by reaching one family at a time,” said Director LaTonja 
Brown (in red). Also pictured with the family are Assistant Director 
Lakesia Clemons and Resident Monitor Supervisor Robert Johnson. 

Clarksburg says thanks with cupcakes 
Members of the Clarksburg program staff visited the 
offices of local law enforcement and emergency service 
personnel to deliver cupcakes to show their appreciation 
for their support and service to Dismas. In all, the tasty 
treats were distributed to the Harrison County Sheriff’s 
Department, Clarksburg, Bridgeport and the West Vir-
ginia State Police departments, U.S. Probation, U.S. 
Marshal Service, Harrison County Emergency Squad, 
and the Clarksburg Fire Department. “The continued 
community support of these agencies and communication 
with staff has been essential in the successful operation 
of our facility and successful re-entry for residents,” said 
Director Emily Gillispie (above right) with Bridgeport 
Officer Todd Collins. 
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Sioux City’s funny dresser 
Sioux City Resident Monitor Matt 
Gabel who, according to Director 
Robyn Deacon, always finds a way to 
put a smile on the faces of co-workers 
and residents, “dressed to impress” eve-
ry day of the week leading up to Christ-
mas. 

Atlanta and Rapper TI again 
come to the aid of Azalea Gardens 
Atlanta facility staff along with Atlanta 
native and rapper TI (center) donated 
toys and clothing to three families in the 
Azalea Garden’s community, a neighbor-
hood the Dismas facility adopted two 
years ago by sponsoring several events 
throughout the year. Rapper TI grew up 
in the financially-depressed neighbor-
hood and has partnered with Dismas on 
several events. In addition to being sur-
prised with the gifts, the residents were 
equally pleased to personally meet the famous rapper 
who arrived with a large truck full of gifts. 

Atlanta donates over 1,000 toys to the needy 
Thanks to staff, residents and community partners, the Atlanta 
program was able to donate over 1,000 Christmas toys, clothes, 
bicycles and other items to needy families in the community. The 
Dismas facility received 550 toys from the Angel Tree program 
for the residents to give to their children with each child receiving 
several gifts. The remainder were donated to Grace Christian 
Church and the needy in the Azalea Gardens community. Atlanta 
also made a $100 donation to the Angel Tree initiative. Staff, resi-
dents and members of Delta Sigma Theta from Clark Atlanta Uni-
versity, assisted with sorting and wrapping each of the gifts. 
Above Residents Anthony Harris, Qunatavious Curry and Travis 
Rich pose with the gifts. 

Dania helps St. Ruth Church; Collins school 

In mid-December, Dania Beach helped St Ruth Missionary Baptist Church 
with their annual toy drive for underprivileged children in the community. 
In addition to delivering the toys, Assistant Director LaShonda Adams and 
Counselors Willie Tate and Tarnell Morley sang Christmas carols through-
out the event. And later in the month, staff donated two bicycles to a Third 
Grade boy and girl at Collins Elementary School. At inset are (from left) 
Adams, Collins Principal Dr. Tracy Jackson, Dismas Maintenance Staffer 
Jose Segara (who assembled the bikes), and Social Services Coordinator 
Samantha Papin. 
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Manchester holds ugly sweater event 
Resident Monitor Michael Philpot 
(inset) was the winner of the First An-
nual Ugly Christmas Sweater competi-
tion for staff at the Manchester facility. 
Winning second was Resident Monitor 
Barry Middleton, with Monitor Edwina 
Morris placing third. “Staff had some 
very creative UGLY sweaters,” said 
Director Renee Hobbs. “They’ve al-
ready started preparing for next year!” 
The creators were recognized during 
the facility’s Holiday Party attended by 
(from left, at left) Resident Monitors 
Middleton and Whitney Martin, Coun-
selor Alisha Mitchell, Resident Moni-
tors Kevin Shepard, Jennifer Reid, and Philpot, Director 
Renee Hobbs, Resident Monitor Ashley Gay, Employ-
ment Specialist Deidra Burns, and Morris. 

Nashville aids McDonald House 
In the spirit of the holiday season the Nashville program 
donated snack items, coloring books, paper plates and 
colored pencils to the Ronald McDonald House for the 
benefit of families temporarily residing in the area while 
their children are receiving medical attention. 

Memphis adopts six families 
For the 10th consecutive year and to insure they had enough 
food for the holidays, the Memphis staff adopted six needy 
families for Christmas and provided food boxes for them. 
“The families were very grateful for their food box and 
thanked the staff for their giving hearts,” said Director James 
Williams (far right). 

Corpus Christi holds holiday party 

For the eighth consecutive year, Corpus Christi, along 
with Corpus Christi Cathedral prison ministries, co-hosted 
a Christmas Party for 70 children whose parents are cur-
rently incarcerated, including Dismas residents. The chil-
dren were treated to face painting, storytelling, Christmas 
carols, cookie decorating, pizza and gifts from Santa, 
played by Retired Bureau of Prisons Regional Safety Spe-
cialist Shawn McAlpine. Photos were also taken of the 
children with Santa and given to the children and their 
families. Above Reverend James Stembler, Vicar General 
Diocese of Corpus Christi, reads a Christmas story to the 
children. Below from left are Corpus Christi Director Mi-
chael Corona, Regional Vice President Joe Driver, Santa, 
Assistant Director Cleo Campos, Executive Vice Presi-
dent Jan Kempf, and Dismas President/CEO Ray Weis. 
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Montgomery Toys for Tots 

Seven Montgomery residents, along with 
Social Services Counselor Felecia Blair 
volunteered to help with the Toys for 
Tots annual drive. Residents sorted, or-
ganized toys and stacked boxes for the 
toys. Toys for Tots, a program run by the 
United States Marine Corps, distributes 
toys to needy children at Christmastime. 
Above Resident Max Hines helps with 
the effort. 

Santa pays Manchester a visit 
Santa made a guest visit to Manchester residents and passed out treat bags. Cook 
Michelle Farrington made cookies, snacks and hot chocolate. 

Corpus Christi staff donated “blessing bags” 
Corpus Christi staff donated “blessing bags” to Metro Ministries, an organi-
zation that addresses hunger and homelessness. The bags contained Bibles, 
gloves, knit caps, a variety of hygiene items and candy. From left above are 
Word Processor Jeannine Whiting, Resident Monitor Barbara Tarpley, As-
sistant Director Cleo Campos, Resident Monitors Esmerelda Serda and 
Leticia Escamilla, and Social Services Coordinator Thu Pham. 

Atlanta benefits from toys 
donated by Keeping Families 
In early December, the Atlanta facility received 
over 200 gifts from Keeping Families Together 
(KFT), an organization which provides support 
through economic, educational and health-related 
activities. KFT contacted the Dismas program 
and expressed their desire to “pay it forward” 
with the gifts as Atlanta prepared for their annual 
Resident Holiday Celebration, said Director Ste-
phen Ricks (right). Also pictured is KFT Board 
Member Waymond Hackney. 

Atlanta active from Thanksgiving to Christmas 
Atlanta staff and residents assisted Grace Community Church, a Dismas 
Community Relations Board (CRB) partner, with their annual Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner. Held for the local community, the event offers cloth-
ing and hygiene assistance and a Thanksgiving meal. Dismas has been as-
sisting with the event for over five years, and Director Stephen Ricks has 
been asked to serve on the CRB of the church. In other news, former resi-
dents James Hunt and Dawn Marshall remembered the center at Christmas 
with Hunt sponsoring a Chicken and Waffles brunch and Marshall prepar-
ing gift bags for the female residents. 
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Atlanta participates in turkey giveaway 

In late November, Atlanta staff and residents participated 
in an the annual Turkey give-away hosted by Atlanta 
Mayor Kasim Reed and rapper Clifford “TI” Harris. The 
Atlanta contingent dispersed food bags and assisted the 
elderly to their cars with them. Over 500 turkeys were 
distributed to deserving families. The event also featured 
music, dancing and refreshments. Dismas staff are very 
familiar with the staff and members of the Adamsville 
Recreational Center, where the event took place, as Dis-
mas partners with the center on several community service 
initiatives and working with the elderly. 

Charleston holds annual Christmas Toy Drive 
For the seventh year, the Charleston program has held a Toy Drive to help chil-
dren living at the local Sojourners Domestic Violence Shelter. Above are Resi-
dent Monitors Erica Parson (left) and Aaron Henson. 

Sioux City Wooden Flag 
Sioux City Resident Monitor Morgan 
Junge shows off the wooden art Christ-
mas gift, hand-crafter by fellow monitor 
Cody Leonard. Junge intends to give it 
to her dad who is also a U.S. Marshal. 

Dania Beach; Chamber help DiMaggio kids 
The Dania Beach Chamber of Commerce was joined by Dismas 
staff by bringing an unwrapped toy to its most recent meeting, the 
proceeds of which go to the children of Joe DiMaggio Children’s 
Hospital. In addition to celebrating Christmas, the toys are used 
year round to insure that every child receives a toy prior to surgery. 
From left above are Chamber Executive Director Randie Shane, 
Dania Beach Director Ivonne Cavanaugh, Assistant Director La-
Shonda Adams and Counselor Willie Tate. 
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Savannah donates diapers to Social Apostolate 
The Savannah program donated over 500 diapers to the Social Apostolate of Savan-
nah, an organization which has cared for and empowered the poor, homeless, disa-
bled, and at-risk of the community since 1968. In just two weeks after the organiza-
tion contacted Director Katina Wheeler explaining their pressing need, Savannah 
staff and residents were able to collect 25 packs of diapers. From left are Social 
Apostolate Case Manager Latisha Alva, Wheeler, Social Services Coordinator Ja-
mie Hoff and Assistant Director Ashley Thompson. 

Bates Prison Ministry 
gladdens youth holiday 
In early December the Prison Ministry 
of Bates Memorial Missionary Baptist 
Church held an Angel Tree Christmas 
event for the children of Prison Fellow-
ship Angel Tree. Each child attending 
the party was able to pick three toys 
thanks to the generosity of donors and 
other supporters, according to Rever-
end Joe Starks, who heads the prison 
ministry of the church and also serves 
as Dismas Charities Maintenance Su-
pervisor. The children also had a 
chance to win one of eight bicycles 
donated by supporters. In addition to 
the Louisville children impacted, the 
ministry mailed gifts to 11 kids who 
live in Knox County, one of the most 
depressed areas in Kentucky. In addi-
tion to the toy giveaway, the attendees 
were treated to brief remarks by Bates 
Youth Director, Reverend Robin Self 
and refreshments. “I would like to 
thank all the volunteers and supporters 
for making this Christmas party a suc-
cess for children of incarcerated par-
ents,” Starks said. He has been spon-
soring the event for the past 11 years. 

Sioux City Christmas Party selfie demonstrates teamwork 
During the December 20 Sioux City Staff Christmas Party an attempt was made to 
take a staff “selfie” in the crowded Conference Room. Although quite short of a pro-
fessional-looking staff photo, the attempt did generate some laughs and illustrate a 
degree of camaraderie. 

Laredo aids police who help needy children 
To insure area needy children received Christmas gifts, Laredo Director Daniel Reyes presented 
a $500 check to Laredo Police Captain Peter Sarmiento to help his department with their Blue 
Santa and Laredo Police Officers Association (LPOA) Angel Tree program. 

Charleston holds Open House 
The Charleston program hosted a Christmas Open 
House for residents and their families complete 
with a brunch and activities for the children. Guests 
made their own hot chocolate and garnished it with 
colored marshmallows and whipped cream. The 
children left with a bag containing candy, games, 
pencils and small toys, and created their own 
Christmas card from supplies provided by Dismas. 
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Savannah donates toys to Interfaith Hospitality 
The Interfaith Hospitality Network, a group of Savannah churches that 
helps with emergency shelter for those in need, donated 85 Christmas 
gifts for homeless children who made their holiday wishes known 
through the Angel Tree project. The gifts, collected solely by Savan-
nah staff, included hats, scarves, gloves, clothing, shoes, diapers, un-
derwear, toys, gift certificates and more. Above from left are Father 
Robert Chaney, Director Katina Wheeler, Administrative Assistant 
Latoya Roberts and Social Services Coordinator Jamie Hoff. 

Sioux City brightens Christmas 
Resident Monitors (from left) 
Zachary Hullinger, Cody 
Leonard and Lucero Vasquez 
assembled goodie bags for all 
the residents of the Sioux City 
facility and their children who 
also enjoyed a visit from San-
ta. The event was made possi-
ble by donations from Com-
munity Relations Board mem-
bers, citizens and friends of Dismas employees. 

Clarksburg donates to local family 
Clarksburg’s Angela Michael organized the collection of 
monetary donations from staff for a needy local family. 
Over $140 was donated to purchase clothing, shoes, toys, 
board games and other necessities for a grandmother and 
grandson who struggle financially during the holiday 
season. Seated above from left are Michael and Counse-
lor Anne Martin. Standing from left are Social Services 
Coordinator Brooke LaRosa, Resident Monitors Melissa 
Ferrell, Charles Owens, and Adrian Michael, Employ-
ment Specialist Charles Sutton, an Resident Monitor Su-
pervisor Richard Townsend. 

Sioux City decks all the halls; CMO 
The interior of the Central Monitoring Office at Sioux City was as 
festively decorated for the Christmas and New Year’s holidays as the 
rest of the facility. Nearly every area of the facility sported the colors 
and panoply of the holidays. 
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Memphis Day Reporting Center 
adopts 14 for Christmas holiday 
Memphis Day Reporting Center (DRC) Director Eric Pow-
ell and Social Services Coordinator Kendra Parson deliv-
ered Christmas Bags to the Union Mission Moriah House, a 
long-term recovery program for women and their children 
including those suffering from domestic abuse, depression, 
drug and alcohol abuse, and prostitution. The DRC adopted 
14 women for the Christmas holiday. The bags included 
body wash, toothpaste, lotion, shampoo, a body scrubber, 
dish washing detergent, batteries, hand sanitizer, clothing 
detergent and disinfectant wipes. From left are Volunteer 
Janice, Director Beverly Thomas, House Resident Jamie, 
Parson and Powell. 

Memphis Santa visits Phenora’s Center 
For the past eight years, Memphis Director James Wil-
liams has been making the rounds as Santa Claus in an 
effort to brighten up the holidays. He recently carried on 
that tradition at Phenora’s Restoration Center, a retirement 
home and rehabilitation center for the elderly. Santa’s real 
life wife, Alfreda made all the residents handmade gifts 
ranging from blankets and scarves with their favorite tele-
vision characters or sports teams on them, a bottle of per-
fume or cologne, and a hand-made sweater. The residents 
were also given coloring books and giant puzzle books 
along with candy treats. 

Augusta staff judge Christmas doors 
For the second consecutive year, Augusta staff accepted a request 
from neighboring State Transitional Center to judge their office 
and residents’ Christmas decorated doors. There were three em-
ployee winners and one resident winner along with a “wing” 
winner. Above from left are Counselor Amber Johnson, Director 
Cheryl Frazier, and Social Services Coordinator Cheryl Ware. 

El Paso holds staff Christmas luncheon 
Musical Chairs, Speak Out, 
Reindeer Toss, an Ugly 
Sweater Contest, gift ex-
change and door prizes were 
just part of the festivities at 
the El Paso annual Christmas 
Luncheon for staff, interns 
and volunteers. Counselor 
Nancy Martinez and Word 
Processor Angelica Solis 
walked the red carpet with 
their ugly sweaters as they 
danced to Vogue by Madon-
na. From left (inset) are As-
sistant Director Maria 
Tafoya, Solis, Director 
Yvette Colorado, and Mar-
tinez. Solis and Martinez tied 
as the Ugly Sweater winners. 
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Augusta donates clothing 
to Julie’s House homeless shelter 
Augusta staff and female residents collected and 
donated clothes to Julie’s House, a homeless shel-
ter for woman and children. The house, founded 
by Patricia Bourke, a retired Department of Chil-
dren Services and Labor Department employee, 
provides temporary housing for up to 24 months. 
Julie’s House also assists unemployed women 
with job search and education on domestic vio-
lence. Above Resident Monitor Pensola Parsons 
makes the delivery of 10 bags of clothing and 40 
items on hangers. 

Lubbock staff active in local Toys for Tots drive 
Staff from the Lubbock facility recently helped deliver over 75 donated 
gifts to the local Veteran’s Affairs office as part of the U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve annual Toys for Tots program. Toys for Tots has been in 
existence since 1947. The toys benefitted families in need with children 
12 years of age and younger. Over 20 of the toys came from the Dismas 
facility with donations coming from staff, residents and the Lubbock 
program. Helpers above from left are Resident Monitors Sylvia Garcia 
and Pola Contreras, Director Kathryn Sanchez, Counselor Jeri Urive, 
Word Processor Stephanie Thompson, Assistant Director Eloise Rodri-
guez, and Resident Monitors William Boyce and Pedro Siquenza. 

Del Rio holds Christmas Door Decorating Contest 
Following a Christmas party and gift exchange, the Del Rio program held an 
office door decorating competition with Social Services Coordinator Rosa Espi-
noza (left) capturing first place. Second place honors (center) went to Resident 
Monitors Alicia Villarreal and Jose Araujo, and third was awarded to Counselor 
Debbie Kiniskey (right). 

Orlando helps Salvation Army 
In order to help with the Salvation Army’s 
annual Christmas effort to serve over 3,400 
underprivileged children in Orange and Osceo-
la counties, members of the Orlando staff 
filled 50 stockings with small gifts and treats. 
Above are Administrative Assistant Ericka 
Hardemon (left) and Counselor Vivian Kocsis. 
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Over 400 attend 

Dismas Corporate Office holds Annual Open House 
On December 15 Dismas Charities Corporate Office held their annual Christmas Open House. 
Nearly every office of the 40,000 square foot historic structure was festooned in various 
themes, including an incredibly lifelike miniature scene of the birth of Christ, elves, futuristic 
characters, hot air balloons, the military, reindeer, gnomes, snowmen, and Santa. A contest was 
held for the best decorated office as voted on by the more than 400 attendees. The winner was 
Employee Benefits Manager Terry Surface with her Believe in the Magic of Christmas theme. 
Second went to Senior Accounting Associate Linda Miller for her Willy Wonka theme, third 
went to Vice President of Finance Chuck DiChiara for his A Long Time Ago and Far Away 
Star Wars theme, and fourth went to Receptionist Nancy Storms for her Dismas Glow effort. 
The Conference Room category decorating prize went to Gert’s Winter Fairytale. Guests also 
visited Santa and Mrs. Claus (Vice President of Business Development Steve Vice and his 
wife, Debbie). 
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El Paso holds luncheon for community partners 
El Paso hosted their annual Christmas Luncheon for over 200 community partners in 
the El Paso and New Mexico area. The facility was overflowing with Christmas deco-
rations, good spirits, homemade food, and door prizes for each guest. “It’s wonderful 
to see everyone in our community come together at the end of the year after working 
diligently to accomplish our mission,” said Director Yvette Colorado. The celebration 

included a surprise visit by (Photo #1) Federal 
Judge Frank Montalvo with Dr. Kim Diaz from 
the University of Texas at El Paso and USPO 
Maggie Chaparro. Photo #2 shows seated from 
left Supervising USPO Otis Martin, Assistant 
Director Maria Tafoya, Supervising USPO En-
rique Lopez, and USPO Milton Ronda. Standing from left are Director Yvette Colo-
rado, USPO Assistant Chief Deputy David Natividad, and Supervising USPO’s To-
ny Glover, George Castro and David Trejo. Photo #3 shows Cooks Maria Elena 
Enriquez, Sandra Walker and Cook Supervisor Sofia Negrete. 

Macon monitor fries turkey 
Resident Monitor Robert Johnson deep fried a turkey for the Macon staff’s Pot Luck 
Luncheon in mid-December. “We wanted to show the staff that they are appreciated,” 
said Director LaTonja Brown. “Everyone appeared to enjoy the time together which 
shows the importance of family, including your work family, during the holidays.” Also 
on the menu was chicken, collard greens, macaroni and cheese, banana pudding, choco-
late covered strawberries and red velvet cake, all supplied by staff. 

Other Dismas Christmas happenings... 
LEXINGTON:  The Bible Study class of Por ter  Memor ial Church hosted a 
Christmas party for the residents. 

MACON:  Women’s Group Volunteer Chiquita Hall and members of the Word of 
Salvation Church prepared a special meal and sang Christmas Carols for the resi-
dents. In other news, staff donated funds to help purchase bicycles for a needy local 
family for Christmas. 

DANIA BEACH:  The facility, in cooperation with the Broward County Sher -
iff’s Office gave away 110 turkeys to local needy families. 

LOUISVILLE:  Residents received hot chocolate and popcorn for  Chr istmas 
Eve along with bags containing candy, lip balm, lotion and toothbrush covers. During 
visitation, some residents made Christmas ornaments with their children. 

DIERSEN:  My Chosen People hosted a Chr istmas Par ty for  the Substance 
Abuse Program clients, serving snacks and giving each a gift bag. 

ST. ANN:  Shelton McElroy, of Metro United Way, delivered toys for  a toy give-
away for families and children in the surrounding neighborhoods. 

OWENSBORO:  Every Fr iday before Chr istmas, the Owensboro program held 
activities to inspire a “community” atmosphere. Recently the clients played 
“Reindeer Games” and unwrapped plastic balls with goodies inside. 

1 

2 

3 
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Annual Children’s Christmas Party held at El Paso 

Over 100 children of residents’ attended the annual Children’s Christmas Party at the 
El Paso facility with each one receiving a visit from Santa. The children and their 
parents enjoyed the different arts and crafts stations throughout the facility including 
decorating Christmas cookies, make-your-own Christmas ornament, candy cane dec-
orations, decorate your own stocking, a cake walk, Reindeer Ring Toss, and many 

other activities. The guests enjoyed pizza, nachos, 
ice cream, homemade cookies, punch and live 
music from Intern Juan Valdez. The El Paso 
Community College Social Work Club donated 
four bicycles that were raffled during the event. 
“As always a big thank you to our student interns 
for their energy, spirit, time and donations who, 
along with staff, organized the event,” said Direc-
tor Yvette Colorado. “We would also like to thank 
all of our community partners for their donations. It 
brought great joy to see the children and their parents 
spend quality time and spread the Christmas spirit.” 

Memphis holds 7th annual Brunch with Santa 
Forty-seven children, most of them children of the residents at the Memphis facility, attended the 7 th Annual Brunch with Santa 
and were treated to a Christmas movie and a personal visit and toy from Old Saint Nick, played by Director James Williams. 
Other children attending were represented by the Relative Caregivers 
Program (RCP), an endeavor designed to help at-risk children and one 
in which the Williams is heavily involved. Toys were provided by the 
Memphis program, Regional Vice President Faith Good, Memphis’ 
Community Relations Board, and RCP. Clockwise from right are Santa 
with some of the children, residents hamming it up with Santa, a young 
girl receiving a gift, and the children enjoying brunch. 
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Dismas Charities Greensboro brings 
Christmas cheer to family in need 
Christmas 2017 was very special 
for one Guilford County family 
due to the kindness of the Greens-
boro staff and residents. The fami-
ly, which consists of three boys, 
ages 6, 7 and 13, had made their 
Christmas wish list of their favor-
ite toys and the “Dismas Elves” 
went to work. A Christmas dona-
tion box, decorated by Resident 
Monitor Supervisor Ashley Black-
well, was placed at the front en-
trance of the facility noting the 
boys ages. Staff and residents do-
nated unwrapped gifts, with some 
staff also making monetary contri-
butions. Resident Monitor Dana 
Whitby wrapped the gifts, then 
delivered by Monitor Cindy 
Chavis. The boys and their grand-
mother, their primary caregiver, 
were very excited to receive the 
gifts. 

STARS horses join in the holidays’ 
The Sioux City program’s Special Troopers Adaptive Riding 
School (STARS) horses got into the Christmas spirit with holi-
day hats, elf-like shoes and other decorations. STARS requires 
residents to provide personal and individualized care for a horse 
to help them develop positive communication skills, cooperation 
and team work, awareness of feelings and impulses, confidence, 
listening, observation skills and sequential thinking. Sioux City 
residents have participated in STARS for the past five years. 

Savannah helps Reach Our Youth group 
On December 15, Savannah staff and residents assisted 
“Reach Our Youth” with their “Blessing the Community this 
Christmas Season”, an annual event in which the organiza-
tion provides the community with toys and other gifts for the 
season. The Savannah contingent helped setup for the event 
which consisted of organizing hundreds of toys. 

Happy New Year 

Freaney donates over $2,000 to mission 
Laredo Director Daniel Reyes (right), Assistant Director 
Felipe Jaime and Dismas Retired Vice President Den 
Freaney (center) presented a $2,240 check to Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine Coordinator Maria Jaime to benefit the 
children at the Santa Monica Mission in El Cenizo, Texas. 
Freaney also delivered over 25 gifts for the children who 
attend religious education classes. The gifts were the result 
of the 18th annual Christmas Party Freaney hosts in which he 
encourages the attendees to contribute to this, one of his fa-
vorite charities. 
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Atlanta hosts annual Resident Holiday Celebration 

In mid-December, Atlanta held their annual Resident Holiday Celebration 
complete with entertainment, gifts, food and a surprise visit by Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. This year’s program opened with a visit from former Dismas 
Charities Atlanta resident and Grammy Award Winning 
Artist Clifford “T.I.” Harris. Harris delivered over 50 gifts 
for the resident’s children which included game consoles, 
jewelry, clothing items, and much more. The more than 100 
guests were also treated to several entertaining acts includ-
ing dance performances, a poetry reading, music, and a chil-
dren’s book reading. Santa and Mrs. Claus (played by Resi-
dents Henry Johnson and Lucretia Snellgrove) made sure 
every child attending received a gift. In addition, the Dismas 
program received four bicycles from Toys for Tots. The 
program concluded with a special holiday meal provided by 
long time volunteers from St. Ann’s Church. To encourage 
reading and literature, each child selected a book donated by 
Toys for Tots, Dismas Staff, and Ben Hill United Methodist 
Church. The children received candy canes and stocking 
stuffer gifts. 

Christmas message from the President 
As Christmas Day approaches and we greet the 
holiday season with its lights, noise and bustle it 
seems fitting that we pause to be grateful and 
reflective. Grateful for All of the many blessings 
we have received and reflective of where we 
have been and where our lives are moving. My reflec-
tions take me to the sacredness of life, the majesty of the 
world, the mysteries of the universe and the longing for 
peace, joy and meaning which universally drive us all. 
Through the love and dedication of each and all of you, 
so many lives, including my own, have been touched, 
encouraged and healed. Thank you. Merry Christmas 
and may God continue to bless you. 

Merry Christmas! 
Raymond J. Weis, President/CEO 

Dinner is served 

Clarksburg Christmas event 
Clarksburg Cook Christine Harris and Ac-
counting Clerk Angela Michael teamed up 
to prepare a huge meal for residents and 
their families during the center’s annual 
Holiday Christmas event. Staff made sure 
each resident received a photo of them-
selves with their family in front of one of 
the many Christmas trees throughout the 
facility. The children also were treated to 
games and holiday music during extended 
visits. The attendees feasted on a home 
cooked meal of ham, turkey, mashed pota-
toes and green beans as well as desserts and 
cookies thanks to Harris and Michael. 
Above are Resident Patrick Pratt and his 
mother, Heidi Rogers. 




